
 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE & ADDITIONAL PRECAUTIONS - MARCH 12, 
2020 - We understand how overwhelming and concerning information about COVID 19 

can be to our students, families and staff members. Currently, there is no confirmed case 
of coronavirus in our county and no suspected cases in which individuals are being asked 
to remain home for self-monitoring. 

Please be assured that our school facilities and buses are being disinfected on a 
recommended, regular schedule with safe, but highly effective products approved for use 
to eliminate coronavirus. We are grateful for the support of our community in encouraging 
handwashing, staying home while sick, and practicing recommended precautionary 
measures to ensure that we, as a school community, are working together to protect the 
safety of our students, staff, and community-at-large. 

While our District does not anticipate a school or district-wide school closure due to 
coronavirus, we are working with content specialists, teachers and schools to make plans 
for distance learning should a closure be necessary. These plans are being developed 
across varied content delivery methods, from online platforms and teleconference 
services, to printed materials, in an effort to accommodate communications preferences, 
as well as internet accessibility limitations of our students and families throughout our 
large district. 

In the near future, distance learning plans will be shared and reviewed with staff, students 
and parents to ensure that all involved are prepared to support the continuation of 
learning should an outbreak of coronavirus in our community occur and schools need to 
close temporarily. Again, while we do not anticipate a school closure, it is our desire to 
have plans in place and any trainings held for staff, students and parents/guardians to 
ensure that we are prepared, with distance learning plans in place, to quickly respond to 
DHEC recommendations for a school closure, should that be necessary.   

In an abundance of caution, Aiken County Public School administrators and principals 
made the decision this morning to delay all student field trips and non-essential 
professional travel for employees to locations outside of Aiken County through April 12. 
Field trips planned for March will be rescheduled, if possible. If not feasible or reasonable 
based on concerns related to coronavirus, every effort will be made to seek 
reimbursement for expenses incurred by students’ families related to travel, overnight 
accommodations and entry fees, as applicable. Out-of-the-area and out-of-state field trips 



planned for the months of April, May, and June will continue to be evaluated until further 
notice and may need to also be rescheduled. 

Athletic competitions are being discussed at this time in partnership with the South 
Carolina High School League and we will continue to communicate any updates or 
changes to student activities as they are available. 

Internships, apprenticeships, job shadowing, cooperative learning, and any other work-
based learning opportunities arranged through AIKEN WORKS and Aiken County Public 
Schools in any healthcare setting will be suspended until further notice. Understanding 
that exposure to coronavirus is more probable in hospitals, nursing homes, doctors’ 
offices and other medical facilities, we believe it is prudent at this time to take this 
preventative step. In collaboration with work-based learning partners, AIKEN WORKS and 
our District will work to ensure students engaged in on-site learning in health facilities are 
provided future opportunities for hands-on learning. Parents/guardians and students 
involved in work-based learning opportunities should not report to their job site today and 
will receive additional information as soon as possible. 

As always, the safety and wellbeing of students, staff and your families is of greatest 
priority to our District. We certainly understand the impact that these preventative 
measures related to field trips, and work-based learning in healthcare facilities will have 
on our students, families and community. These decisions were made as a precautionary 
measure and with the best interest of our students, families and staff at heart. 

Additional information is forthcoming related to proactive plans for distance learning. 
Please know that we recognize the disruption that a school closure would cause to 
families and that plans are being made solely in a proactive effort to be prepared to 
educate the children of our community in the event a temporary school closure is 
recommended by public health officials.    

As we continue working together to ensure a healthy environment for teaching and 
learning, please be reminded of the comprehensive list of precautionary procedures 
recommended by DHEC and the CDC, as well as our district guidelines to prevent the 
spread of illness. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. (If soap and 
water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.) 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay home when you are sick.  
• District guidelines request that students and staff remain home until symptom and 

fever-free for 24-hours, without the use of fever-reducing and pain-relieving 
medications. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 



We apologize that these precautionary actions are necessary and appreciate your 
understanding of these efforts being made to protect the safety of our students, staff and 
school community.  

 


